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ACTION STEPS – NATIONAL REFERENDUM 14th OCTOBER 2023 
 

Voting Day 
1. Attend an AUSTRALIAN ELECTORAL COMMISSION – Polling Station, Saturday, 14th October 2023 

 

2. Ask to speak to the Polling Booth Manager to request to view the Original Referendum Writ, signed 

and Issued by the Governor-General, Sir David Hurley, according to section 7 & 8, * FORM A, at 

Schedule 1, the ‘REFERENDUM (MACHINERY PROVISIONS) ACT’, 1984 (see pages 2-5) 

 
3. In the likely event that the Polling Station Manager cannot provide you the Constitutional copy of 

the REFERENDUM WRIT, you MUST demand that the Manager take your Name & Address, to 

report back to the AEC, that you attended the Polling Station on the day.  

 

4. You MUST ask for the names of the Polling Station Manager & any other people that you speak to 

on the day, for your record and notes on the day. You must inform the Manager that – 

 

Don FARRELL (Natural Person) has ‘DISQUALIFIED MY VOTE’, & you require this to be recorded.  

 

5. It is suggested that you attend these places with Witnesses, to share your experiences.  

 

6. At the Polling Station, or as soon as can, you MUST take notes and record everything that 

happened. Names, Times & what happened etc. 

 

Your Next Steps 
After you have left the polling booth, please take the following steps and instructions. 

7. We have created a ‘DISQUALIFICATION NOTICE’ template for anyone who requests a copy of the 

Constitutional Writ and it is available on the Empower The East website  

https://empowertheeast.com.au/  under the heading “GOVERNANCE. The form is crested as a 

Word Document and you simply follow the instructions. 

 

8. Once completed, send a copy of the DISQUALIFICATION NOTICE to: 

 

Thomas J. ROGERS, (Natural Person) 

COMMISSIONER,  

AUSTRALIAN ELECTORAL COMMISSION,  

10 MORT STREET,  

CANBERRA, ACT 2600  

 

Send to this address by Express Post, Take a photo of your envelope for proof, request a Tracking 

Number to ensure that it arrives and KEEP YOUR AUST POST RECEIPT for your proof of the contract 

with AUSPOST.  

  

https://empowertheeast.com.au/
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Referendum (Machinery Provisions) Act 1984 

 

No. 44, 1984 

Compilation No. 37 

Compilation date:                              18 February 2022 

Includes amendments up to:            Act No. 6, 2022 

Registered:                                         18 February 2022 

 

About this compilation 

This compilation 

This is a compilation of the Referendum (Machinery Provisions) Act 1984 that shows the text of the law as 

amended and in force on 18 February 2022 (the compilation date). 

The notes at the end of this compilation (the endnotes) include information about amending laws and the 

amendment history of provisions of the compiled law. 

Uncommenced amendments 

The effect of uncommenced amendments is not shown in the text of the compiled law. Any uncommenced 

amendments affecting the law are accessible on the Legislation Register (www.legislation.gov.au). The 

details of amendments made up to, but not commenced at, the compilation date are underlined in the 

endnotes. For more information on any uncommenced amendments, see the series page on the Legislation 

Register for the compiled law. 

Application, saving and transitional provisions for provisions and amendments 

If the operation of a provision or amendment of the compiled law is affected by an application, saving or 

transitional provision that is not included in this compilation, details are included in the endnotes. 

Editorial changes 

For more information about any editorial changes made in this compilation, see the endnotes. 

Modifications 
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If the compiled law is modified by another law, the compiled law operates as modified but the modification 

does not amend the text of the law. Accordingly, this compilation does not show the text of the compiled 

law as modified. For more information on any modifications, see the series page on the Legislation Register 

for the compiled law. 

 

Self‑repealing provisions 

 

If a provision of the compiled law has been repealed in accordance with a provision of the law, details are 

included in the endnotes. 
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3C  Application of the Criminal Code 

                   Chapter 2 of the Criminal Code applies to all offences against this Act. 

 

Note:          Chapter 2 of the Criminal Code sets out the general principles of criminal responsibility. 

 

Part II—Writ for a referendum 

7  Writ for a referendum 

                   Whenever a proposed law for the alteration of the Constitution is to be submitted to the 

electors, the Governor‑General may issue a writ for the submission of the proposed law to the electors. 

 

8  Form of writ 

             (1)  A writ issued under section 7 may be in accordance with Form A in Schedule 1, shall be signed by 

the Governor‑General and shall appoint: 

                     (a)  the day for the close of the Rolls; 

                     (b)  the day, being a Saturday, for taking the votes of electors; and 

                     (c)  the day for the return of the writ. 

          (1A)  The date fixed for the return of the writ must not be more than 100 days after the issue of the 

writ. 

 

             (2)  The Governor‑General shall cause to be attached to the writ a copy of the proposed law, or a 

copy of a statement setting out: 

                     (a)  the text of the proposed law; and 

                     (b)  the text of the particular provisions (if any) of the Constitution proposed to be textually 

altered by the proposed law, and the textual alterations proposed to be made therein. 

             (3)  For the purposes of this Act, a writ shall be deemed to have been issued at 6 o’clock in the 

afternoon of the day on which the writ was issued. 

2 Governor‑General to deal with writ 

                   The Governor‑General shall, immediately after the issue of a writ for a referendum: 

                     (a)  cause a copy of the writ and a copy of the proposed law or of the statement (if any) 

attached to the writ to be forwarded to the Governors of the several States, to the Chief Minister for the 

Australian Capital Territory and to the Administrator of the Northern Territory; and 

 

                     (b)  forward the original writ and a copy of the proposed law or of the statement (if any) 

attached to the writ to the Electoral Commissioner.  
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The following is the form that must be filled out and by law, a copy must be at every polling booth, 

or evidence that it was placed in newspapers. 

 

Schedule 1—Forms 
 

FORM A 

 

Commonwealth of Australia 

 

Writ for a referendum 

 

To the Electoral Commissioner 

 

I command you to cause a proposed law entitled [here insert the title of the proposed law] to be 

submitted, according to law, in each State and in the Australian Capital Territory and the Northern 

Territory, to the electors who are qualified to vote at referendums. 

 

I appoint the following dates: 

 

            1.   For the close of the Rolls: the        day of              20    . 

 

            2.   For taking the votes of the electors: the     day of             20    . 

 

            3.   For the return of the writ: the         day of              20    . 

 

[Here insert Governor‑General’s title and the date] 

 

Governor‑General 

 

By His Excellency’s command 

 

AND—by law, no other name or comments can be under the Governor-General’s signature  

PLUS, it is meant to have an official seal on the document as well. 


